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cation of the fundamental principles to all aspects of the 
life of individual people and of the nation as a whole. 

However, with the various disruptions, scatterings, and 
exiles of the Jews that occurred over the next 1,000 to 1,500 
years, the need became apparent to write down this oral 
tradition, because it was in danger of being forgotten, and 
learned Jews in different locations were developing differ­
ing understandings of the authentic tradition. 

The major learning academies of Jerusalem and of the very 
large community that had developed in what was then 
Babylon (modem-day Iraq) debated the laws, and the 
debates and their conclusions eventually came to be writ­
ten down in what is known today as the Talmud, which 
actually consists of two parts; the basic legal part known as 
the Mishna, and the debates of the great scholars known as 
Gemarra. 

The Talmud is considered the basic source work of Jewish 

authority. 

But about 1,000 years after its completion some of the 
greatest scholars started putting its main rulings into codi­
fied form, taking into account the various adjustments that 
had been made over the centuries as new questions had 
come up that had not been discussed directly in the 
Talmud. 

That process has continued until today, and the proce of 
modifying rulings in response to contemporary que tions 
is called the Responsa literature. 
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