


Laumann reported that a majority of 1,660 respon

dents claimed to have had only one sexual partner 

after the age of 18, and only 15 per cent more than ten. 

"Cruising" is the word gay men use to describe this 

activity. Researchers use the term "multiple partner

ships" and avoid the word "promiscuity," which is 

old-fashioned and pejorative. Multiple partnerships 

are far, far more common in gay populations than is 

the uncompromised faithfulness depicted m 

"Brokeback Mountain." 

A gay man has always had to be careful where he 

worked or lived. Life in the rural West could be rather 

dangerous, as the following quote from Proulx's story 

(Ennis speaking) indicates: " ... There was these two 

old guys ranched together down home, Earl and Rich. 

... They was a joke even though they was pretty tough 

old birds. I was what, nine years old and they found 

Earl dead in a irrigation ditch. They :S took a tire iron 

to him, spurred him up, drug him around by his dick 

until it pulled off, just bloody pulp . ... Dad made sure 

I seen it. Took me to see it . ... Dad laughed about it. 

Hell, for all I know he done the job." 

The Earmarks Of A Woman's Imagination 

Jack and Ennis are portrayed as faithful lovers who 

pine away for each other in-between their infrequent 

reunions. Both men claim a powerful craving for each 

other, and indicate no sexual attraction to other men. 

However, this powerfully-drawn theme of endlessly 

patient and faithful love, has the earmarks of a femi

nine imagination. In the real life of most gay men, the 

world is too big and abundant, and one's physical 

cravings are much too urgent to spend months pining 

away for an absent partner. If "Brokeback Mountain" 

were written by a gay man, it would tell a rather dif

ferent story, and it might not be so readily adopted by 

Hollywood. 

Professor Berman is the author of The Puzzle: 
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