


And there is no reputable scientific study that proves that 
gays are born that way. In the early 90's, Hamer and La Vay 
suggested that their studies showed that there may be a 
genetic cause of homosexuality, but neither their studies 
nor any subsequent studies have proved such a link. To 
the contrary, studies have demonstrated that multiple fac
tors, including environment, behavior, exposure to early 
sexual stimulation and choices are significant factors in 
developing homosexual orientation. 

Thus, if the State School Board is to use reputable, scientif
ic data to support the action it takes with regards to teach
ing about homosexuality, it would be derelict to do any
thing that would encourage homosexual identification or 
homosexual conduct . 

I will shortly send the Board a packet with additional 
reports and studies that support the representations I am 
making in this letter. However, initially, I am enclosing the 
brochure from NARTH that I previously identified, as well 
as an article I wrote in Constitutional Law Updates on this 
issue. 

If you are interested, I would be happy to discuss this mat
ter with the board. Furthermore, I can refer you to Dr. A. 
Dean Byrd, a psychologist who has treated approximately 
300 males who wanted to repress or eliminate the same-sex 
erotic attraction that they were experiencing. I believe that 
Dr. Byrd would be happy to communicate with you direct
ly about these issues, if you would choose to seek his input. 

Having said all of the above, this does not mean that the 
harassment of any school youth should be condoned. 
Harassment of students should not be condoned or toler
ated. The ridiculing of one who is struggling with homo
sexual issues is not the right thing to do. But teachin° that 
homosexual orientation is acceptable is not the answer, 
either. There is no reason to encourage homo e al con
duct. Harassment can be addressed without encoura£ing 
the debilitating and dangerous lifestyle that homo e ual 
conduct involves. 

Very truly yours, 
C. Paul Smith, Attorne
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