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Reviewed by Louis A. Berman, Ph.D. 

The Intimate World of Abraham Lincoln (Free 
Press, a division of Simon & Schuster, 2005) is 
a book by onetime Alfred Kinsey colleague, 
sex researcher and therapist C.A. Tripp, who 

passed away in May 2003. In his review of the 

book, published in The Weekly Standard, Jan. 
17, 2005, Philip Nobile does not speak well of 
the dead. 

The reviewer, who teaches history at a private 

preparatory school in New York, labels the 
book "a hoax and a fraud: a historical hoax, 
because the inaccurate parts are all shaded 

toward a predetermined conclusion, and a lit­
erary fraud, because significant portions of the 

accurate parts are plagiarized-from me. a it 
happens." (page 32) 
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word that still does not appear in most dictionaries. Presentism, 

students are warned, is a fallacy, an error that would-be "histori­

ans " make when they innocently judge persons of another histor­

ical era by the standards of their own time. If Abraham Lincoln 

shared a bed with Joshua Speed, and later with Captain Charles 

Derickson, does that indicate that Lincoln was homosexual? If 

Thomas Jefferson owned slaves and was sexually intimate with 

one of them, does that make him a hypocrite and an abuser of 

black women? President Franklin D. Roosevelt had no blacks 

among his top advisers, and George W. Bush had two. Does that 

fact make FDR a bigot, and W a closet liberal? 

In a book in which one can find many errors, a critical shortcom­

ing of The Intimate Life of Abraham Lincoln is that it is based on 
the error of presentism. Tripp's book adds nothing to what is 

known about Abraham Lincoln, but the book serves as a splen­

did example of how a gay psychologist and a major publisher 

(Simon & Schuster by name) can be seduced by the error of pre­

sentism. 

obile's review goes into much detail over his di agreements 

with his fonner co-author, and with Nobile's conflicts with 

Tri pp 's publisher over the claim that Chapter 1 of the book was 

in fact the work of Nobile and belonged to him. Editors, lawyers, 

and friends of Tripp tangled over the legal and moral issues 

involved. 

Author and AIDS activist Larry Kramer telephoned Nobile, he 

writes (p. 36), with the threat and plea: "If you don't stop mak­

ing a stink about Tripp's book, I'm going to expose you as an 

enormous homophobe ... For the sake of humanity, please, gays 

need a role model." 

The reviewe1; NARTH member Louis A. Berman, is professor of 
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