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Born That Way' Theory

'The British Journal Of Psychiatry' Publishes 
Study On Mental Illnesses Of Gays And Bisexuals 

"Rates and predictors of mental illness in gay men, lesbians 
and bisexual men and women," has just been published in a 
recent issue of the The British Journal Of Psychiatry. 

The study surveyed the range of mental health problems 
faced by gays and bisexuals in England and Wales between 
September, 2000 and July, 2002. The surveyors interviewed 
2,430 gays and bisexuals over the age of 16 years. 

The study found that compared with bisexual men and 
women, gay men and lesbians had significantly higher lev­
els of same-sex attraction, fantasy and sexual experience 
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and were more comfortable with their ali ·. 

It also found that of the 1249 who re ponded to questions 
about experiencing acts of hostility or discrimina ·on, 3% 
reported having experienced property ama�, personal 
attacks, verbal insults during the pa t five years or bully­
ing at school. 

In addition, the study found high rate o lanned or actu­
al deliberate self-harm [suicide] and high lev o p ychi­
atric morbidity (42% of gay men; 43% of lesbians; 9% of 
bisexual men and women). 




