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Rarely do contemporary studies of homosexual behavior 
include variables such as childhood sexual abuse that 
might give credence to causal attributions of a more devel
opmental or intrapsychic nature. For this reason I was par
ticularly intrigued by a recent study that longitudinally 
examined the use of cigarettes, alcohol and marijuana use 
by 156 GLB youths (Rosario, Schrimshaw & Hunter, 2004). 

The authors sought to test three hypothesized predictors of 
substance use by these youth: 1) childhood sexual abuse; 2) 
the experience of gay-related stress; and 3) aspects of the 
"coming out" process. Analyses of baseline, 6-month and 
12-month usage levels were described as providing no
support for the childhood sexual abuse or gay-related
stress hypotheses. A significant curvilinear relationship
was identified for one proposed aspect of the coming out
process, with increasing involvement in gay-related activi
ties associated initially with increasing alcohol and mari
juana use and then with declining use as involvement con
tinued to increase.

While this study was touted uncritically in the popular 
press, a closer methodological and interpretive examina-
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tion can yield a different perspective on the findina . 

Methodological Limitations 

Several methodological limitations must qualify the con
clusions of this study, and only two were mentioned by the 
authors. They acknowledged that the finding may not 
generalize due to a sample that was relatively mall and 
recruited from gay-focused organizations. The authors 
provided a less than helpful operationalization of exual 
abuse. The sexual abuse variable simply asked if sexual 
abuse had ever occurred and thus was unable to identify 
frequency of abusive experiences in childhood. They also 
provided no descriptive information, such as prevalence 
rates of childhood abuse for the sample. 

Assessment of marijuana and alcohol use was made by 
asking participants how many drinks or joints they have 
when they drink or use marijuana. I found this an odd 
way of measuring these variables. By this calibration, a 
participant who had three joints on one occasion during 
the year would score higher than the youth who had two 
joints every day for the same period. However, the authors 




