






senting a deviation from normal development and is associ­
ated with other such deviations that may lead to mental ill­
ness." He also suggests another hypothesis- that "increased 
psychopathology among homosexual people is a conse­
quence of lifestyle differences associated with sexual orienta­
tion .. . such behavioral risk factors associated with male 
homosexuality such as receptive anal sex and promiscuity." 

Inherent Anatomical Problems 

Regarding physical health, there is increasing evidence 
that mortality and morbidity rates are substantially higher 
for those who engage in homosexual practices. For exam­
ple, the risk of anal cancer soars by as much as 4,000% for 
men who engage in anal intercourse with other men . The 
host of medical consequences of those who practice anal 
intercourse is large, from the tearing of the rectal lining 
with all of its accompanying problems, to the diseases 
associated with subsequent contact with fecal matter. 

The American Public Health Association, along with other 
such national associations, needs to be aggressively 
pressed and held responsible for the activist spin placed on 
the research reported in the pages of their journal. 

On the issue of risks of homosexual practices, the national 
organizations have become reckless guardians of the public 
health. The failure to report morbidity and mortality rates 
associated with homosexual practices should be cause for 
governmental scrutiny. The furthering of an agenda-no 
matter whose agenda-must not be placed above the lives of 
those whose interests must be protected. 

Activism must not be placed above science in informing 
public policy. It is an injustice to homosexual men and 
women to allow activism, including accusations of homo­
phobia, to silence discussion of health risks or to suppress 
research. 

A civil society has an obligation to implement policies that 
promote the health and well-being of its citizens. Bailey 
himself warns, " .. .it would be a shame if sociopolitical con­
cerns prevented researchers from conscientious considera­
tion of any reasonable hypothesis" regarding homosexual­
ity. ("Homosexuality and Mental Illness," J. Michael 
Bailey, Archives of General Psychiatry, Oct.,1999, Volume 56, 
P. 884 .)

I would agree. 
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