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BOOK REVIEW 

"One teacher in 10: LGBT educators share their stories" 

Reviewed by Robert L. Vazzo, MA, MMFT 

I Robert Vazzo holds a Master of Arts degree in linguis- one teacher
tics from the University of Pittsburgh and a Master of j n 1 Q
Marriage and Family Therapy from the University of 
Southern California. Currently, he is a Marriage and I 1111 ""'''" ''"_' ""' '''"" 

children. In many cases, the advocacy promoted in the 
book transcends mere tolerance and acceptance; 
attempts to influence and manipulate our youth into 
accepting their philosophy are plentiful. One teacher 
in 10 has been written by 39 individual instructors and
organized into four sections, each which highlights an 
aspect of the instructor's process toward full advocacy 
of gay, lesbian, and transgendered issues. 

Family Therapist Intern at the Thomas Aquinas ••••••
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The reader may have already detected the misinfor
mation in the title of the text. Mental health practi- edited by 
tioners and educators who have done their homework kevin jennings 
know that the I 0% theory of homosexuality is not reli- GLsrn""""'"""" 

The first section deals with the coming out process. 
Throughout this section, the reader gets the feeling 
that teachers are preoccupied with the coming out 
process (when to do it, who to come out to, how to 

able. Originally, it found its way into the literature 
during the Kinsey days of biased samples and sociopolitical expe
diency. More recent scientific inquiries into the prevalence of 
exclusive homosexuality have put the number at between 2%-3% 
(Laumann, E. The Social Organization of Sexuality, 1994).

If ever there were a book that laid out the philosophical agenda of 
gay activists in our public schools, this would be it. The book's 
purpose, according to editor Kevin Jennings, executive director of 
the Gay, Lesbian, Straight Educational Network (GLSEN) is to 
serve " ... as a resource, a comfort, proof that they are not alone" 
(back cover). Instead, the text provides the reader with an unob
structed view into the minds of gays, lesbians, and transgendered 
teachers and their attempts to completely transform our public 
educational institutions into places where their social agendas take 
precedence over our own wishes regarding the education of our 
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come out to the students) and that it takes precedence 
over the learning of subject matter. Indeed, many teachers 
describe opportunities to discuss homosexuality as "teaching 
moments." In his anxiety about coming out, one instructor con
sults with another colleague, and the latter advises him to consid
er whether coming out would benefit him more than it would ben
efit his students. Unfortunately, the teacher does not heed the col
league's advice. Putting his need to come out over the students' 
best interest, the language arts and social studies teacher loses his 
sense of boundaries and answers all of his students' questions 
about his personal life. 

Indeed the reader soon learns that in a very strange way, despite 
their initial fear, these teachers actually enjoy students' inquiries 
about their personal lives because they view them as opportunities 
to promote their gay identities. Nevertheless, in doing so, they 










