




,.. 

LN: So if psychologists were willing to be more honest 
about what they see ... society would be more supportive of 
healthy development. 

JN: Yes, and it has always been the role of society to sup­
port and facilitate the transition to heterosexuality. For two 
reasons: First, heterosexuality is better for society; and sec­
ond, heterosexuality is healthier for the individual. 

LN: Would you explain that? 

JN: Let's look at society's attitude toward single parenting. 
Because we fail to take a stand that single parenting is 
undesirable, we are getting more and more kids who don't 
have a father. And through our compassion and eagerness 
to be nonjudgmental, we are doing children and families a 
great disservice. 

This goes back to what I was saying earlier. Motivated by 
compassion-and also that democratic "leveling" instinct 
-our culture is erasing all the old hierarchies of value and
the essential distinctions. We just don't want to hurt any­
one by pointing out that his family configuration is not the
way it's supposed to be .... that it is a "make do" adaptation, 
often to tough circumstances. 

LN: Right, because a single mother may be really strug­
gling, doing the best she can. 
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JN: Of course. It may well represent a heroic effort on that 
mother 's part to do the best she can with adverse circum­
stances. However, it is not the way things ought to be. 

LN: But there's a fear that by talking about "what ought to 
be" will mean limiting people's options, making judg­
ments, setting oneself up as an authority. Makes us really 
uncomfortable. Seems like a threat to equality. 

JN: So we end up, by default, with a social system that 
endorses every form of personal liberation. But a lot of dis­
tortions-even outright untruths-are necessary to shore 
up that faulty logic. 

Family Research Council did a great study awhile back 
on the distortions in high-school textbooks. Textbook 
writers are forced to point out the research that shows 
that single-parent families are not the best way to raise 
kids, and such families actually place kids at a serious 
developmental disadvantage in many ways, compared to 
the traditional family. But then, the textbooks conclude, 
"All choices of family configuration are valid"! 

The editors just can't let the facts lead to a conclusion that 
might hurt somebody's feelings. They place "tolerance" 
(which now requires actual approval) over honesty. And in 
so doing, they sadly mislead our children. ■ 




