


culty in achieving genuine sociopolitical diversity. 

I am convinced that as doctors of philosophy in psychology, 
our scientific debates-especially concerning controversial 
social matters-need to be accompanied by forums in 
which the latent philosophical issues beneath our differences 
can be aired. 

Unfortunately, little if anything positive has followed in the 
25 years since Frank (1977) and Kimble (1984) exhorted 
psychologists to become better aware of the impact of dif
ferences in value orientations and belief systems. Would it 
not therefore be refreshing to see our journals have special 
issues wherein psychologists from divergent sociopolitical 
perspectives articulate their a priori assumptions? 

Authors should be required to state their beliefs regarding 
such subjects as moral epistemology, the character of 
human nature, and what constitutes the good life. I believe 
that much of the lack of sociopolitical diversity in psychol
ogy traces back to a single-minded perspective on these 
kinds of issues. 

Rather than surreptitiously advancing only one basic set of 
world view commitments through demagoguery, advocacy, 
or scientific question-begging, I hope our association has 
the courage not only to promote real diversity, but also to 
encourage all of us to comprehend and be forthcoming 
about our own philosophical allegiances. 

Only this type of undertaking can encourage pluralism at 
the deepest level of analysis. ■ 
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